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Annual statistics: New record for Berlin's convention business 

 Constant growth in participants and events  

 Number of international conventions rises 

 Event participants spend 237 euros per day  

Berlin, 22 February 2017 The convention market Berlin continues to grow: More than 11.5 million 

participants traveled to approximately 137,500 events last year in the German capital. Compared 

with 2015, this represents an increase of about two percent in both the number of participants 

and events. These figures come from the latest conference statistics* from the Berlin Convention 

Office of visitBerlin.  

"The convention market in Berlin is continuing to grow," says Burkhard Kieker, CEO of visitBerlin. 

"The city will continue to assert itself in an increasingly competitive environment. Especially 

international conventions and events will be able to be brought to Berlin in increased numbers."  

27,500 events of an international character were held in 2016, an increase of 500 events 

compared with the previous year. The proportion of participants from abroad was 2.4 million, an 

increase of 100,000 compared with 2015. A new high was also reached for overnight stays in 

hotels: With 7.7 million total overnight stays in 2015, the convention business generated 

approximately a quarter of the more than 31 million hotel nights in Berlin in 2016. 

Industries: Future topics to be discussed in Berlin    

16 percent of Berlin's events can be assigned to the “medicine, science and research” industries 

(2015: 12 percent). Conferences dealing with “IT, electronics and communication” follow up in 

second place with 13 percent. This means that Berlin is a popular location for events that deal 

with future issues. The annual highlights include congresses focussing on the health economy, 

such as the “World Health Summit” in October and digital events, such as the “re:publica” in May.  

Economic Engine: The expenditure of congress participants at a high level 

At 237 euros per day, congress participants spend more money than the average Berlin visitor 

(204.80 euros). In 2015 it was 234 euros. Given the total turnover of the industry compared with 

the previous year, it rose by 4.7 percent to 2.41 billion euros. Economically this means that the 

convention-related income of Berlin makes up around a quarter of the total turnover of the 

Berlin's tourism industry. 41,500 Berliners earn their money in the conference and convention 

business (2015: 39,500). 

15 years of convention marketing by visitBerlin 

The convention industry in Berlin is growing sustainably. The visitBerlin Berlin Convention Office 

(BCO) has been decisively contributing since 2001. The BCO has brought to Berlin around 1,050 

various European and global conventions as well as international organisations. For the first time, 

Berlin has claimed the top spot in the current ranking of the International Congress and 

Convention Association (ICCA). 
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 2015 2016 

Participants 11.37 million 11.58 million (+1.8 %) 

Events 135,100 137,500 (+1.8 %) 

Overnight Stays 7.5 million 7.7 million (+2.7 %) 

 
For more information on Berlin as a convention destination, go to convention.visitBerlin.com. 

*Source: 2016 convention statistics from the independent market research company ghh consult GmbH on behalf of visitBerlin 
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visitBerlin 

"We know Berlin.“ This is the slogan that Berlin Tourismus & Kongress GmbH, operating under the trademark visitBerlin, has been 
using since 1993 to advertise Berlin globally as a travel destination. The visitBerlin Berlin Convention Office markets the city as an event 
location for conferences and conventions. Berlin's popularity as a tourist destination continues to grow: With more than 31 million 
overnight stays in 2016, the German capital is as busier than ever. The city is also in great demand as a place to hold conferences: 
Berlin is currently the #1 destination for conferences and conventions held by international organisations. As a tour operator, the 
company offers a wide range of travel packages and also issues the official tourist ticket, the Berlin WelcomeCard. visitBerlin operates 
six Berlin Tourist Information Offices across the city. The Berlin Service Center (Tel. +49 (0) 30 25 00 25) provides information on the 
complete range of tourist offerings in Berlin. The website visitBerlin.de provides information about the capital in 14 languages. 
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